
 As part of the Annual Meeting of the Korean Endocrine 
Society held in Seoul on April 20 and 21 , 2012, Dr 
Hubert VAUDRY (Rouen University) gave a plenary lec-
ture entitled "Neuroendocrine regulation of neuroster-
oid biosynthesis by hypothalamic neurohormones". 

On May 9, 2012, Dr Reinhard VLASAK (Salzburg Univer-
sity, Austria) gave a talk at the University 
of Portsmouth entitled "Acetylation and de
-acetylation mechanisms and their applica-
tion to the treatment of gliomas". 

On May 16, 2012, Pr Darek GORECKI (Professor in Mo-
lecular Medicine at the Uni-
versity of Portsmouth) gave 
his inaugural lecture entitled 
"Duchenne muscular dystro-
phy—A researcher’s perspec-
tive’".  

As part of the B.I.G. talents convention (http://www.big
-talents.eu) organized by the Economic Development 
Agency of Greater Rouen, a scientific meeting on pep-
tide potential in health and cosmet-
ics will be held on November 14, 
2012. On this oc- casion, Dr Sé-
bastien BOURET will give a lecture 
entitled "Role of ghrelin in the peri-
natal programming of obesity". 

The 11th World Congress of Biological Psychiatry 
(WFSBP) will be held in Kyoto (Japan), 
from June 23 to 27, 2013. The deadline 
for symposia proposal is June 18, 2012. 
Information can be obtained on the 
WFSBP website (www.wfsbp-

congress.org) or by contacting Pr Florence THIBAUT 
(florence.thibaut @ chu-rouen.fr). 

On April 5, 2012, Mrs Fatma AMRI, researcher from the 
University of Tunis, started a 4-month internship in the 
laboratory of Differentiation and Neuronal and Neuro-
endocrine Communication (Inserm U982). This intern-
ship occurs within the framework of an exchange pro-
gram between Inserm and the Ministry of Higher Edu-
cation and Scientific Research of Tunisia. 

On May 22, 2012, Mrs Salma DOUIRI, researcher from 
the University of Tunis, started a 2-month internship in 
the Laboratory of Differentiation and Neuronal and 
Neuroendocrine Communication (Inserm U982) with a 
fellowship from the Tunisian Ministry of Higher Educa-
tion and Scientific Research. 
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Scientific meetings  

A new book entitled "Prions and Prion Diseases: New 
developments", Editor: J.M. VERDIER (Inserm U710, 
Montpellier), has been published. Publisher: Nova Sci-
ence Publishers Inc. (July 2012).  

Call for a new team in the laboratory 
Molecular Mechanisms in Neurodegen-
erative Diseases (http://
www.mmdn.univ-montp2.fr/) in one of 
the following areas: Alzheimer’s, Parkin-

son’s or prion diseases. 

Link:  http://www.mmdn.univ-montp2.fr/index.php/
actualites/ (MMDN_Call_New_Team_2012) 

 

On June 22, 2012, Mrs Cindy NEVEU 
(Inserm U982) will defend her PhD thesis 
entitled "Contribution to the study of 
structure-activity relationships of the neu-
ropeptide 26RFa and interaction with its 

receptor, GPR103: in silico, in vitro and in vivo ap-
proaches" (Supervisor: Dr Jérôme LEPRINCE). 

 

Researchers from Inserm Unit 919 
"Serine Proteases and Pathophysiology of 
the Neurovascular Unit" published in the 
April issue of The Journal of Neurosci-
ence, an article describing an original 
mode of communication between neu-

rons and astrocytes. In this study, the authors show 
that a protein, tissue plasminogen activator, originally 
described for its vascular effects, has the characteristics 
of a gliotransmitter and that its recycling by astrocytes 
is inhibited in the presence of extracellular glutamate. 

Cassé F, Bardou I, Danglot L, Briens A, Montagne A, 
Parcq J, Alahari A, Galli T, Vivien D and Docagne F. Glu-
tamate controls tPA recycling by astrocytes, which in 
turn influences glutamatergic signals. J. Neurosci. 
2012; 32:5186-5199. 

Scientific edition 
  

Host of a new team in Montpellier 

International relationships 
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Publications 
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For further information, contact David Vaudry. Tel: (33) 235146760; e-mail: david.vaudry@univ-rouen.fr 
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The Invited Professor mandate of Dr Hubert 
VAUDRY at the Centre INRS − Institut Ar-
mand-Frappier was renewed for a 2-year 
duration starting from June 1st, 2012. This 

nomination will allow strengthening the exchanges 
between the team of Dr David VAUDRY (Inserm U982, 
Rouen) and the team of Pr Alain FOURNIER (Laboratory 
of Molecular and Pharmacological Studies of Peptides, 
Montreal). 

 The 16th Annual meeting of the LARC-
Neuroscience Network will be organized on 
Friday November 9, 2012, at Action Sta-
tions, Portsmouth Historic Dockyard, UK by 
Pr Darek GORECKI, Dr Frank SCHUBERT, 
Mr Andy MEW and their colleagues. 

Hosted by the University of Portsmouth, the confer-
ence will be held in the centre of the City’s cultural and 
maritime history. The program will feature two plenary 
lectures by Prof Peter SOMOGYI (Director of the Ana-
tomical Neuropharmacology Laboratory at the Univer-
sity of Oxford) and Pr Graham COLLINGRIDGE (Director 
of the MRC Centre for Synaptic Plasticity in Bristol and 
former President of the British Society for Neurosci-
ence), twelve oral presentations by some of the leading 
young researchers from the LARC member institutions, 
two poster display sessions and a lunchtime networking 
opportunity. Prizes will be awarded for the best oral 
and poster presentations.  

 Thanks to the generous support from the Interreg IVA 
TC2N project, the registration is free but the number of 
participants is strictly limited to 130. To facilitate the 
participation of PhD students and postdocs to the 16th 
LARC-Neuroscience meeting, the steering committee of 
the Interreg IVA TC2N project, has decided to offer 
travel grants of up to € 300 to 40 researchers. For more 
information and registration, visit: http://larc-
neurosciences.org/registration 

Nomination 

16th Annual meeting of the LARC-
Neuroscience network 

Pr Darek GORECKI, Matt GUILLE and Jie TONG were 
awarded a Research Development Fund grant from the 
University of Portsmouth for a one-year project on the 
analysis of the role of dystrobrevin in developmental 
processes in Xenopus using high throughput and pre-
cise visualization of 3-D embryos by high resolution 
micro-Computer Tomography (µCT). (Amount awarded: 
31,000 Euro). 

On September 6, 2012, as part of the Regional Forums 
of Knowledge, Dr Francois CHAST, Honorary President 
of the National Academy of Pharmacy, will present a 
lecture entitled "The drug in 2012,  in search of a new 
identity". Venue:  Regional Council of Haute-
Normandie. Attendance is free but registration is re-
quired. For more information, please visit the Science 
Action website (www.scienceaction.asso.fr). 
 

The website of the LARC-Neuroscience net-
work has now a page where lay public can 
find quizzes and links to sites offering vid-
eos on the field of neuroscience. If you wish 
to suggest topics to be added to this sec-

tion, please contact David VAUDRY (david.vaudry @ 
univ-rouen.fr) or Alexis LEBON (alexis.lebon @ univ-
rouen.fr). An English version of the LARC-Neuroscience 
website is currently developed and will be presented at 
the 16th Scientific Meeting of the LARC-Neuroscience 
Network. Thereafter, we shall expand the broadcasting 
of scientific conferences on this website. 

You can now find the 
TC2N project and the 
LARC-Neuroscience 
Network on Twitter. It is hoped that this tool will pro-

mote exchanges and help information 
dissemination. You can also send us 
all items you want to broadcast in the 
next issue of the Neuroscience Letter 
scheduled for September 2012. 

The TC2N project and the LARC-
Neuroscience Network on Twitter 

Find us on: 

 http://larc -neurosciences.org 

Lay public section on the LARC-
Neuroscience network website 

New grant awarded 

Forums du Savoir (Knowledge forums) 
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